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would be almost a final proof of the correctness of the position
taken up by the Moderate friends, viz.,, that India can never be
prepared for non-violent disobedience. I hope, therefore, that the
Congress and Khilafat workers will strain every nerve and show
that all the fears entertained by the Government and their suppor-
ters were totally wrong. I promise that such act of self-restraint
will take us many a mile towards our triple goal.
There should therefore be no hartals, no noisy demonstrations,
no processions, I would regard the observance of perfect peace on
my arrest as a mark of high honour paid to me by my countrymen.
What I would love to see, however, is the constructive work of the
Congress going on with clockwork regularity and the speed of the
Punjab Express. I would love to see people who have hitherto
kept back, voluntarily discarding all their foreign cloth and mak-
ing a bonfire of it. Let them fulfil the whole of the constructive
programme framed at Bardoli, and they will not only release me
and other prisoners, but they will also inaugurate swaraj and
secure redress of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs. Let them
remember the four pillars of swaraj; non-violence, Hindu-Muslim-
Sikh-Parsi-Christian-Jew unity, total removal of untouchability and
manufacture of hand-spun and hand-woven khaddar completely
displacing foreign cloth.
I do not know that my removal from their midst will not be
a benefit to the people. In the first instance, the superstition about
the possession of supernatural powers by me will :be demolished*
Secondly, the belief that people have accepted the non-co-operation
programme only under my influence and that they have no in-
dependent faith in it will be disproved. Thirdly, our capacity for
swaraj will be proved by our ability to conduct our activities In
spite of the withdrawal even of the originator of the current pro-
gramme. Fourthly and selfishly, it will give me a quiet and physical
rest, which perhaps I deserve.
Young India, 9-3-1922